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Iaterview w Cthklean -Cardinal~Ragl Silva Henriquez by Rev. Torgier J. Havgar, i
September ll TITET"Fran Tter - Rundschau':s September 25-26, 1976, Weekend Edition :

This interview was given by Chilean Cardinal Raul Silva Henriquez, September 11,
1976 - 3rd anniversary of the military overthrow of the constitutional government
of Chile - to the Norwegian Minister Torgier J. Havgar in Santiago, Chile. Rev.
Havgar was a member of a Norwegian delegation of polltlglans"“juglsts and trade
unionists who have just returned from that country. “goihté%%léwb .as follows:

Havgar:

How can one explain the contradictory oggt@g% of the“@éthollc church

of Chile, when on the one hand, on the agnpivémiaty 't %@;&ﬁé military I
take-over, a Catholic Bishop took part in &E:§ﬁﬁfﬁ’?;11glous service

and delivered a pro-junta sermon, and on the other hand, the Cardinal

refused to hold a service celebrating that occasion?

Silva:

Many people think of the Catholic church as a pyramid with the Pope

at the top and beneath the faithful masses. However, in reality, the
church is a community in which every Bishop is a Vicar who has lead-
ing responsibilities within his respective realm. But only the Pope

is responsible for the church as a whole, and not some Bishop or
Cardinal. Therefore, the military Bishop works in his sphere under

his own responsibility. So, there are Christians in all parties. None-
theless, I am very happy that the Chilean Bishop's Conference has

taken a very clear and firm stand against the danger which is present-
ly upon 'us: the military dictatorship. '

Havgar:

What per cent of the population according to your opinion is against
the junta?
Silva:z o
At least 85% of the population is aginst the government of the junta.
But we must remember that many are afraid to express their position.
Here in Chile tyranny reigns. The secret police take people away when-

ever and wherever they choose. Under the guise of "Patriotism and
freedom", people are treated in an extremely brutal and arbitrary way.

Havgar:

How is it possible that in a country with such a long democratic
tradition, a government could arrest and expel two internationally
well-known lawyers and fighters for human rights like Jaime Castillo
and Eugenio Velasco?
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Page 2 - Interview with the Cardinal continued

Silva:

Here we must remember again that the military junta is composed of
politicians. Their handi-work is war, and the only possible way for
them to govern is to make war. They see everything either in black

or white.- Those who are not with them are against them, and there-
fore against the interest of the nation. Every opposition will be

silenced and it seems that in war everything is permitted. On this
ground the government thinks ‘that its action is justified. This is
a dangerous situation for the Chilean people.

Havgar:

What did the dissolution of the Committee for Peace and the formation
of the Vicariate of Solidarity mean?

Silva:

The dissolution of the Committee was a hard blow for us. However,

the Committee for Peace could not have continued to work in the same
way as before even if Brother Bishop Frenz had not been expelled.

The organization had some weak points. The ecumenical spirit was

good and authentic, but many Protestant churches had probiems which
would have cretaed difficulties for joint actions. Besides, the Pro-
testant churches are far more dependent on the government's good-will.
They needed an agreement which ptobably would not have bee.l renewed.
That is why the Catholic church decided to assume the responsibility
for continuing the good work of the Committee by organlzlng the Vicariate
of Solldarlty in the diocese of Santiago. i

Havgar:

Are there any indications that the junta intends to impede the work of
the Vicariate of Solidarity?

Silva:

No. We do everything in the open. Our work suited the government. Evi-
dently, the junta was happier with the work of the Committee when it
took care of the refugees. But when it began to help the persecuted
Chileans, this was no longer the case. But now the Vicariate will not
stop its work as long as the Church considers it so important. Perhaps,
we will not have enough financial means to continue to work in the same

\ proportions.

Havgar:

Is there any basis to assume that the junta will loosen its grip?
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If at all, not too much. Recently, they have even more strobgly
attacked the existing political forces. On the other hand one
.wovld have expected today (September 11, 1976) the annOunce@ent

of much harsher measures. However this has not happened. This could
suggest that the junta is taking a more cautious course. Prpbablyy
they sense that in the international sphere they are being pore
strongly criticized. We must not forget that here in Chile the

law of war rules. Under this law people are arrested in theLmiddle
of the night when no one is there to notice. Now the nation| lives
under intolerable circumstances.

Silva:

Havgar:

And the more than 200 prisoners who were freed from "Tres Alamos"?

Silva:

. That was ‘a great gesture that is certainly grounds for great joy for
the prisoners and their families. But we should not let ouﬂselves
be misled. In the long run this has no significance. The oppression
of the population continues and the arbitrary manipulation of law
and justice continues as before. You should think that hosefwho were
freed could be imprisoned again without grounds, or’perhapq, they

‘could simply disappear.
Havgar:

|
If the junta would stop persecuting people, would stop expelling
people, put an end to terror and arbitrariness, then would the church

support such a military government?

Silva: f
Then we surely would be more content. But then why should ﬁuch a
junta like-this keep absolute power? Then we would be retuyning to
an elective democratic government. But if the present'miliﬂary
‘government rules for a long time to come it will destroy o@r people
in an incredible way - a people with strong democratic tra@itions.

Havgar:

i Excellency, we are extremely impressed with the work of thé Vicariate
of Solidarity. This work is like a glimmer of light in a d%rk time. Can
we tell about it outside Chile? |

|

Silva: f
Of course, Because what we do happens openly and publicallj.

|

M . ) . 3 ‘
(Transl&tlon by National Chile Center, 156 Fifth Avenue, Room 516, NY, NY 10010)
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" drtrevista al Cardenal chileno Aafl Silve Henriquez por el lev. Torgier

) RE .
J. Havgar, el 11 de septiembre de 1976, para el "Fronkfurter-Rundschau',

'é5-26 de septiembre de 1976, edicidén de fiun de semana.

i~y

Hsta entrevista fué concedida por el Cardenal chileno Radl Silve Henriquez,
el 11 de septiembre de 1976, tercer anivefsario del derrocamiento miiitar
del gobiermo constitucional_dg Chile~- al Bastor noruego Torgier J. Havgar
en Santlago, Ghile. El1 Rev. Havgar ers miembro de una delegacidn noruega de
politicos, Jjuristas ¥y sindicalistas que han reﬁreaadb recién desde ese

pals. La entrevista es la sigulente:

Havga;:

Oémd puede uno explicar la posicidn contradictoria de la Iglesia
catdlica de Chile, cuando pbr une parte, en el aniversario del golpe mili-
tar, un Obisno catdlico participd en un servicio réligioso de la Juunta y

dijo un sermdn pro-junta, y por otro lado, el Cardenszl rehusd oficiar un

servicio que celabraba esa ocasién?

8ilvas

Muchos creen que la Iglesia catdlica es una pirfmide con el Papa en
la punta'y abajo las fieles maéas. Sin embargo, en realidad la Iglesia es
una comunidad en la cusl cada Obispo es un Vicario que tiene respomsabili-
dades direcﬁivas en su &mbito resnectivo. “ero sblo el Pana es responsable
por la Iglesia coquun todo, ¥y no‘algﬁn qbispo o Cardenal., Por lo tanto, el
Obispo militar trabaja en su esfera bajo su propia responsabilidad. Hay |
cristianos en todas las posiciones. Sin embargo, me 2legra mucho Que la Confe
rencia Bplscopal chilena ha a2doptado una posicidn mﬁy clara y firme contra

el peligro que estd actualmente sobre nosotros: ls dictadura militar,

Havgar:

Qué porcentaje de la pob2acidn estd -en su opinidn- contra la junta?

Por lo menos el 85% de la poblacidn estd coﬁtra el gobierno de la
Junta. Pero debemos recordar que muchos tienen miedo de expresar su posi-
cidn. Aqui en Chile reina la tirania. La volicia secreta sé lleva a la gen-
.te cuando y donde se le antoja. Bajo el pretexto dé "Patriotismo y liberted",

se trate a la gente de un modo extremadamente brutal y arbitrario.

fHavgor:

Clmo es posible gue en un pais con una tradicldn democréd 50y tan
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, larga, pn'gobierno pudiera detener y expulsar a dos abogados tan conoci=-
dos internacionalmente y luchadores por los derechos humanos como Jaluwe

Castillo y “ugenio Velasco?

Silva:

Debemos otra vez recprdar que la junta militar estd compuesta por
polfticos. Su ocupacidn es la guerra, ¥ la Unica forma vosible que tlenen
para Xnahg@&nx gobernar es la guerra; Todo lo ven como hlanco o negro. Juie=-
nes no estdn con ellos estdn en su contra, y por ende coﬁﬁra el interés de
la nacidén. Toda oposicidn es silénciéda y narece que en la guerra todo es-
t4 permitido. Yobre esta base, el gobierno pieusa que su accidn se Jjusti-

fica. #s una situacidn peligrosa nara el nueblo chileno.

Havgar:i
Qué significaron la disolucidn del Comité para la Paz y la forma-

cidn de la Vicarfa de la Solidaridad$

Silva:

La disolucidn del Comité fué un duro golpe nara nosotros. Sin embar-
go el Comité para la Paz mo habria podido continuar su trabajo en la misme
forma gque antes aln sl el hermano Obispo Trenz no.hubiése sido expulsado.
La organizacidn tenia alguncs puntos d3biles. Bl espiritu ecuménico era
bueno y auténtico, p=ro muchas Iglesias protestanfes tenian nroblemas Que
hubieran creado dificultades para acciones conjuntas. Adémés, las Iglesias
protestantes son mucho mis dependientes de la buena voluntad del zobierno.
#1las necesitaban un acuerdo que probéblemente no se hubiese renovado. Pué
POTr €80 que la Iglesié catdlica decidié.asumir lé résponsabilidad de con-
tinuar el buen trabajo del Comité orgenizando la Vicaria de la Solidaridad

en la dibcesis de Santiago.

Havgari
"Bxisten indicios de que la junta pfetende impedir el trabajo de la

Vicaria de 1la Solidaridad?

Silva:
No. Lo hacemos todo abiertamente. Nuestra labor le acomodaba al Go-
bilerno, Evidentemente, la junta estaba mids contenta cuando el trabajo del

Comité se encargaba de los refugiados. Pero cuando comenzd a ayudar a los
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chilenos nersesuidos, su actitud varid, Pero ahora la Vicariz no cesara

en su tarea mientras la Iglesia la considere tan 1mbortante, Bs posible
gue no tengamos suflclentes medios financieros para continuar el trabajo

en la misma nroporcién.

Havgar:

Hay alguna base para'suponer que la junta aflojarid su control?

Silvas

No mucha, si la hay. Recientemente, han atacado afn con mds fuerza
a las fuerzam politicas existentes. Por otra parte, se podia haber espera-

(11.9.76)

do hoy el anuncio de medidas mucho més duras. dsto nQ ha ocurrido, sin em-
bargo. Bllo podria sugerir que la junta esté adoptando un. curso mis caute~
loso. Probablemente, intuyen que en la esfera internacional estdn siendo
criticados més fuertemente. No debemos olvidar gue acéd en Chile gobierna
la ley de la guerra. Bajo esta ley, se detiene a lé gente en medio de 1la

noche cuando nadie estd ahi para saberlo. La nacibn vive ahora bajo circuns-

tancias intolerables.

Havgar:

Y los més de 200 prisioneros liberados de Tres Alamos$

Silvas

Eée fué un gran gesto que clertamente producirs gran felicidad a los
prisioneros y sus familias., Pero no nos debemos dejar engafiar, En el largo
plazo ésto no tiene significancia. La opresidn de la poblacidn persiste y
la manipulécién arbitraria de la ley v la justicia sigue igual que antes.
Podria usted pensar gque los reéién liberados podrian ser apresados otra vez

sin motivo, o quizid podrian simplemente desanarecer.

Havgar:
81 la junta dejara de perseguir a la gente, dejara de expulsarlas,
puslera fim al terror y la arbitrariedad, apoyaria entonces la Iglesia a

un gobierno militar asi?

8llva:

Seguramente estariamos mds contentos. Pero entbnces, por quéd razén

querrfa una junta asi tener poder absoluto? Zstariamos volviendo entonces
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a un goblerno por eleccidn democritica, Pero si el gobierno militar actuel
sigue en.el poder por mucho tiempo, destruird a nuestro pueblo de una mane-

ra increfble -un pueblo con fuertes tradiciones democriticas.

Havgar:
4xcelencia, estamos extremadamente impresionados con el trabajo de
la Vicarfa de la Solidaridad. 3sta labor es como un rayo de luz en tiempos

oscuros. Podemos hablar de ella fuera de Chile?

Silvas

Por supuesto, porgque b gque hacemos sucede abierta y plblicamente.

PIN DEL THXTO
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NC NEWS SERVICE -29- vonday, Gctober 11, 1976

12 - 10711776
CHILE CALLED NAZI-STYLEL DICTATORSHIP (210)

ROME (NC) -=- A leftist Catholic weekly here nhas quoted Cardinal
zaul Silva of Santiago, Chile, as saying that tne Chilean;government
ls a *“dictatorship modeled on Nazisd.’’ |

The weekly com-iWuovi Tenol said that the quote was froa an
interview given by Cardinal silva to Norwegiah Euangelical Pastor

Torgeir Havgar.

The cardinal nas teen consistently cautious in commentiing publlicly
o the Chileén regiae.

according to Com-wuovi Temoti, tne cardinal declared tihat 35
percent of the Cnilean »eonle were against the current regime, but
were keeping silent for fear of reorisals.

**ynder the pretext Of ‘patrlotism® and “freedom,” °° tne weaxly

quoted the cardinal as saving, *“wen are treated with an unnrecedented

arbitrariness énd brutalitv.,”’
**tne rules of wzr are in forcea here, ” the cardinal reodrtedly,
caid. ‘‘according to these rules peovle are arrested at aignht 47

no one nays a2ttention. As things stand today, the nation {s living

under intolerable condlitions.

ssynen tn 1273 a aflitary Junta t0O0X nower, we were aware that
oarlianentary activity would underdo soane restrictions, a&s nas napoened
in other Latin american countries," the interview continued.

" *“gyt none of ug Knew wWe would get a dictatorship modeled QN

]

Nazism. ™’

20 - 10711776

(With WC Photo to come)

FILIPIND BISHOPS REJECT MARTIAL LAW REFEREWDUM (24

ROME (NC) -~ Fourteen #ilinino bishops hasve protested ths upcoaing

national referendum on martlal law {n the Philtopines as a "“‘vicious

-

farce”” and a “‘mockery of the dignity”” of Filipinos.

In a coammunigque received here, the bishops called aartial law
**a regime of coercion and fear, Of institutionalized deceotion
} ' ' '
)1
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12 - 13/12/76

(With 12-10/11, ROME -- Chile called Wazi-style...)

CARDINAL DENIES COMPARING JUNTA IN CHILE WITH WNAZI RULE (230)
SANTIAGO, Chile (NC) -- Although criiical on other issues,

of the military rule in Cchile, Cardinal Raul Silva of Santiago has

emohatically denied calling it a ““dictatorship @modeled on WJazisa. ’
The cardinal s information office here saild that during an

interview of the cardinal by Pastbr Tdrgeir Havgar, Lutheran minister

from Norway, ““oroblems relating to the Caristian community ia Chile

were discussed; but the political judgment attributed to the cardinal

{s {n substance and form a total misrepresentation of his remarks.

-«

The office further said that “*nis real thougnts can be found

in recent statementstardinal Silva has made in oublic.”~

The statement was issued after local papers quoted the West
German daily Frankfurter Allgemeine, on a version of the interview
provided by Pastor Havgaf. |

The story also appeared i{n Com-Nuovi Tempi, 2 Rome-based leftist

Catnolic weekly.

Havgar, who oresided over a church group visiting Chile, said
Cardinal Silva told him that some 35 percent of the Chileans were
against the milipary Junta, but were afraid to orotest openly against
*“the rule of tyranny. "

In answer to the question now Chile, with =2 long tradition
of democratic rule, could have becoae a dictatorship, Pastor Havgar

quoted the cardinal as answering:

**there is no political participation in the junta, whose force
rests on martial law. It can only rule in a warlike atmosphere,
which means they (the generals) 100k at chile’s reality with dark

glasses.”” . _ _ : . ;

ssNone of us knew we would get a dictatorship modeled on Nazisn. ~

At recent pubiic ceremonies for Independence Day, Cardinal
Si{lva told government officials to return the country to its traditional
freedoms and peace, from the present climate of hate, injustice

ad conflice.



